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“All I owned was a rifle, a leopard coat and my camera,” says Faye 

Schulman, whose clandestine photographs of Jewish partisans living in 

the forests of Eastern Europe documented their efforts to disrupt the 

Nazi killing machine by blowing up bridges, derailing trains, and 

smuggling Jews. The image of Schulman with an ammunition belt slung 

over her fashionable shoulder is only one of many jaw-dropping 

moments in Julia Mintz’s riveting documentary. Some of the last 

surviving partisans tell stories of cold, hunger, and fear, but also of their 

capacity for courage, altruism, resourcefulness, and barbarism. Maybe 

you think you’ve heard it all before. You haven’t. 
 

                     – Karen Cooper, President & Director, FILM FORUM NYC 
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SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 

“All I owned was my camera, leopard coat, rifle and a grenade in case I’m captured...the pillow 
was the rifle, the walls were the trees and the sky was the roof,” says Faye Schulman, one of over 
25,000 Jewish partisans, who fought back against the Nazis and their collaborators from deep 
within the forests of WWII’s Eastern Europe, Ukraine and Belarus. Against extraordinary odds, 
they escaped Nazi slaughter, transforming from young innocents raised in closely knit families to 
courageous resistance fighters. Shattering the myth of Jewish passivity, the last surviving 
partisans tell their stories of resistance in FOUR WINTERS, revealing a stunning narrative of 
heroism and resilience.  

 
LONG SYNOPSIS 
 

Torn from their families by the ravages of Hitler’s armies, men and women, many barely in their 
teens, escaped into the forests, banding together in partisan brigades; engaging in treacherous 
acts of sabotage, blowing up trains, burning electric stations, and attacking armed enemy 
headquarters. Against extraordinary odds, over 25,000 Jewish partisans courageously fought 
back against the Nazis and their collaborators from deep within the forests of WWII’s Belarus, 
Ukraine and Eastern Europe. 
 
The last surviving partisans relive their journey in FOUR WINTERS, sharing their stories of 
resistance. Director Julia Mintz shines a spotlight on their transformation from young innocents 
raised in closely knit Jewish communities and families, to becoming fierce partisan soldiers with 
enduring hope, grit, magnificent courage and deep humanity. 
 
Featuring the photography of Faye Schulman, partisan photographer clad in her signature 
leopard coat, and through a fusion of inspiring and powerful first-person interviews with stunning 
archival footage, FOUR WINTERS uncovers secrets held for lifetimes, revealing a heartfelt 
narrative of heroism, determination and resilience.

"... an enduring warning amid today’s global struggle with 
authoritarian forces.” – Nicolas Rapold, NEW YORK TIMES 

 

“…from empathy to awe... poignant, deeply reflective and sometimes 
shockingly funny…” – Carrie Baker, MS MAGAZINE 

 

 “A MUST-SEE HOLOCAUST MOVIE (NO, REALLY) … FOUR WINTERS is a documentary with 
suspense, humor, and zero sentimentality” – Marjorie Ingall, TABLET MAGAZINE 
 

“EASILY ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR” 
 – Jeffrey Lyons, Film Critic LYONS’ DEN RADIO 
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Sara Ginaite, Jewish Partisan | Hometown: Kaunas, Lithuania  Sara was born on 17 March 1924, in Kaunas, 
Lithuania. After the murderous Kaunas pogrom, she was imprisoned. While there, she joined with the Anti-Fascist 
Fighting Organization, a resistance group, and after her release, she escaped to join with the partisans, establishing 
a partisan military unit called "Death to the Occupiers.” Sara twice returned to the ghetto helping others to escape. 
In 1944, she participated in the liberation of the Jews in Vilnius and Kaunas ghettos although sadly most of the Jews 
had already been killed. After the war, Sara became a professor of political economics at Vilnius University until her 
husband's death in 1983 when she moved to Canada with her two daughters. Ginaite's book Resistance and Survival, 
was translated into English and published in Toronto, winning the Canadian Jewish Book Award for Holocaust History. 
 
 

 

Frank Blaichman, Jewish Partisan | Hometown: Hamionka, Poland  At twenty-one years old, Frank became a 
platoon commander of over 75 partisans during the war, overseeing an all-Jewish unit with strong ties to the Polish 
underground and the Soviet army. He says he is still astonished to think how his small group of frightened and 
terrorized Jews became such a disciplined and courageous fighting force. Frank's partisan unit effectively disrupted 
communications, dealt with spies and collaborators, damaged factories that produced supplies for the Germans, and 
ambushed German patrols. In September 1943, the underground army called Armia Ludowa (People's Army), 
recognized that Frank's unit could be an ally in the fight against the Germans and provided them with much needed 
modern military equipment. "I'm very proud of what I did all those years," he says. " I am still amazed at what we 
were able to accomplish….” After the war, Frank married fellow partisan, Cesia and in the 1950's they immigrated 
to the United States and had two children. Frank became a successful businessman in New York City. Frank’s memoir 
Rather Die Fighting was published in 2009, nearly seventy years after he led Partisan brigades in Europe.  
  



FEATURED PARTISANS 

www.fourwintersfilm.com   |   info@fourwintersfilm.com   |   phone  413 427 3999  

 

 

Gertrude Boyarski, Jewish Partisan | Hometown: Derechin, Poland Before her sixteen-year-old eyes, “Gertie” 
saw her mother, father, sister, and brother murdered by Polish collaborators who hunted them down in the forest 
after they fled the ghetto.  She lived in the forest for Four Winters, three years and fought fiercely as a partisan. Her 
militia aggressively attacked German soldiers occupying the surrounding villages, and did everything in its power to 
sabotage the infrastructure of the Nazis. After the war, Gertie was honored with the highest decoration bestowed 
by the Soviet Union, the Order of Lenin. In 1945, she married a fellow partisan; they settled and had their children in 
the United States. Well into her eighties, Gertie made every effort to speak at schools about her wartime experiences, 
and her life as a partisan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Stoll, Jewish Partisan  |  Hometown: Lida, Poland Michael was born on February 21, 1926, to Leon 
Stolowitzky, and Sarah Stolowitzky in Lida, Poland; a town with a vibrant and rich cultural life with nearly 7,000 Jewish 
people. Michael’s two sisters, Bella and Ann, together with his parents, grandmother, aunts, uncles, and cousins lived 
in a farmhouse with three wings; where they kept a kosher home, spoke Yiddish, and often hosted guests from local 
Yeshivas for Shabbos. At age 17, Michael escaped into the forest, joining with the Bielski partisan brigade in bases 
deep in the Naliboki woods. After the war, Michael came to the United States aboard the USS General Blatchford 
with his surviving family. While he was unable to obtain a job because he was not yet a citizen, he was drafted into 
the U.S. army during the Korean War, serving as a Russian and German interpreter. In 1957, Michael married Etta 
Greenblatt, and built a successful business in Brooklyn, NY, where the couple raised their two children. Michael was 
president of the Lida Holocaust Memorial Foundation, honoring all those who were lost in Lida, and commemorating 
those who survived – in hopes of keeping the town’s spirit and memory alive for generations to come. In Lida, a 
memorial service is held every on the Yahrzeit of May 8, the day nearly 6,000 Jewish townspeople were shot and 
killed by Hitler’s soldiers in 1942.  
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Faye Shulman, Jewish Partisan  |  Hometown: Lenin, Poland "When it was time to be hugging a boyfriend, I was 
hugging a rifle.” A photographer by trade, Faye served as a nurse and doctor's aide for extreme surgeries, 
participating in partisan missions, finding much-needed medical supplies. During one mission, she recovered her 
camera and developing chemicals. Faye took photographs and developed them under blankets in the night, images 
she painstakingly protected and held onto until after the War. Faye personally gave us her photographs and these 
pictures will be included in the film. After the War, while waiting for permission to immigrate to Palestine in a camp 
in Germany, Faye and her new husband Morris helped smuggle arms to support the struggle for independence. When 
Faye became pregnant, the couple decided that Palestine was too dangerous and instead secured visas for Canada. 
Faye lived in Toronto, and published a book about her war experiences, and an exhibition of Faye’s selected 
photographs toured internationally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isadore Farbstein, Jewish Partisan | Hometown: Parchowo, Poland  Isadore was born on May 5, 1920 in the small 
industrial town of Parchowo, Poland. In 1939, the military needed grain and potatoes, so Isadore’s father became 
the middleman between the farmers and the businessmen, driving car loads of potatoes back and forth, and Isadore, 
his brother, and his mother loaded and sold grain and leather from local tanneries. Going out to earn money on his 
own, Isadore and his Polish neighbor rode on one bike from Parchowo to Liblin, 45 kilometers away, to deliver grain 
to citizens and military members. When the Germans forced the Jews from Parchowo onto trains to send them to 
the Treblinka extermination camp, Isadore escaped into the woods, dodging bullets as he went. He survived in the 
woods with other Jewish people who had escaped the Nazis and they organized their own Partisan unit. The only 
thing on their minds was “to see the destruction of the Germans and stay alive.” After the war, Isadore married and 
decided with his wife to leave Poland behind for good. They debated whether to begin their future life in Israel or 
the United States, deciding on Chicago, Illinois where they raised their family. 
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Chayelle Porus Palevsky, Jewish Partisan | Hometown: Swieciany, Lithuania The fourth of six children in a well-
to-do Jewish family in Swieciany, near Vilna, 21-year-old Chayelle had been hoping to go to medical school in Paris 
when the Germans occupied her town on June 24, 1941. Her family joined with the underground resistance in the 
Swieciany Ghetto and their large house was used to store ammunition, guns, and stolen machinery parts from a 
nearby airplane factory, materials that could be fashioned into guns. In April 1943, the Jews of Swieciany, including 
Chayelle’s family, were rounded up and murdered at Ponar. Chayelle escaped to the Naroch Forest, joining the 
Markov partisans, and formed the Nekama Brigade, which by the end of the war consisted of 200 Jewish fighters. 
After the War, Chayelle married partisan Simon Palevsky, and moved to New York, where she cofounded an 
organization dedicated to preserving the cultural legacy of Lithuanian Jewry. Together they helped establish Nusakh 
Vilna (now part of the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research), Workmen’s Circle branch 349, and Camp Hemshekh, that 
started with the children of Holocaust survivors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luba Abramowitz, Jewish Partisan | Hometown: Slonim, Belarus  Luba lived with her husband and one-year-old 
son in one big room in her parents’ house in Slonim, Belarus. On the second day of the invasion her parents’ house 
was destroyed in an air raid – raids that soon occurred daily and destroyed their town of wooden houses row by row. 
Luba lost her husband, her first child, and then her parents. The thing that pulled her out of the deep depression that 
followed was the chance to join a Partisan Unit. Luba proved her courage to the Partisans by smuggling massive 
amounts of bullets out of a dirty cellar set up by the Gendarmerie, where Jews were made to clean their ammunition. 
She worked tirelessly to smuggle out ammunition and guns into wagons and delivered them to the Partisans who 
came out of the woods to meet her. She left Slonim herself three months later to join them. Their group of Jewish 
men and women collaborated with the 51st Partisan unit to fight back against the Nazis. Luba’s group focused on 
blowing up echelons and railways, destroying German ranks, and liberating ghettos, including the Corsava ghetto. 
Luba herself took part in blowing up seven echelons, eight trains, and blew up a ninth train by herself.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

"I set out to make this film in search of an answer to my long-lasting childhood question: “Why didn’t the Jews fight 
back?” What I discovered, through the survivors’ searing memories, were riveting stories of courageous and inspiring 
resistance – a chapter in our collective history about the Jewish Partisans that needed to be told.”       

 – Julia Mintz, Director, Writer & Producer  
          FOUR WINTERS documentary 

 
Mintz’s work focuses on narratives of bravery and resistance against unimaginable odds. She has been 
on the producing teams for films which have been shortlisted for the Academy Awards, have premiered 
at Cannes, Sundance and TriBeCa, and won Emmy, Peabody and festival awards. Her films can be seen 
on HBO, PBS, American Masters, NETFLIX, Amazon, and are shown on college campuses across the 
country. She has taught seminars and workshops 
worldwide, and has held an adjunct faculty position 
at LIU in NYC. Mintz has been a featured keynote 
and guest speaker for engagements in both the 
public and private sectors. Julia Mintz is an award-
winning artist and an accomplished multi-grant 
recipient for her work in visual arts and 
documentary film. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FOUR WINTERS in Tablet Magazine: 
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/community/articles/a-must-see-holocaust-movie 
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New York Times | Nicolas Rapold 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/15/movies/four-winters-review.html 
 
New York Times | Culture Preview Fall 2022 – Ben Kenigsberg 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/08/movies/films-this-fall.html 
 
New York Amsterdam News | Lapacazo Sandoval 
https://www.amnewscurtainraiser.com/2022/11/four-winters-check-out-this-tweet-from.html 
 
Tablet Magazine | Marjorie Ingall 
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/community/articles/a-must-see-holocaust-movie 
 
Ms. Magazine | Carrie N. Baker 
https://msmagazine.com/2022/09/06/four-winters-film-review-julia-mintz-jewish-womens-
resistance-nazis-world-war-ii/ 
 
Hey Alma | Mia J. Merrill 
https://www.heyalma.com/a-new-documentary-redefines-jewish-resistance/ 
 
The Jerusalem Post | Andrew Lapin (syndicated from JTA) 
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-717317 
 
The Times of Israel | Andrew Lapin (syndicated from JTA) 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-partisans-recount-struggle-against-nazis-in-new-
documentary-four-winters/ 
 
The Forward | Andrew Lapin (syndicated from JTA) 
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-717317 
 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency | Andrew Lapin 
https://www.jta.org/2022/09/15/culture/a-new-documentary-four-winters-recounts-the-hell-
and-fury-of-jewish-partisans-who-fought-the-nazis 
 
Algemeiner | Alan Zeitlan 
https://www.algemeiner.com/2022/09/19/four-winters-highlights-courageous-jews-who-
fought-against-the-nazis/ 
 
Women and Hollywood | September 2022 Film Preview 
https://womenandhollywood.com/september-2022-film-preview/ 
 
Alliance of Women Film Journalists | Valerie Kafrin 
https://awfj.org/blog/2022/09/09/four-winters-review-by-valerie-kafrin/ 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/15/movies/four-winters-review.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/08/movies/films-this-fall.html
https://www.amnewscurtainraiser.com/2022/11/four-winters-check-out-this-tweet-from.html
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/community/articles/a-must-see-movie
https://msmagazine.com/2022/09/06/four-winters-film-review-julia-mintz-jewish-womens-resistance-nazis-world-war-ii/
https://msmagazine.com/2022/09/06/four-winters-film-review-julia-mintz-jewish-womens-resistance-nazis-world-war-ii/
https://www.heyalma.com/a-new-documentary-redefines-jewish-resistance/
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-717317
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-partisans-recount-struggle-against-nazis-in-new-documentary-four-winters/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-partisans-recount-struggle-against-nazis-in-new-documentary-four-winters/
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-717317
https://www.jta.org/2022/09/15/culture/a-new-documentary-four-winters-recounts-the-hell-and-fury-of-jewish-partisans-who-fought-the-nazis
https://www.jta.org/2022/09/15/culture/a-new-documentary-four-winters-recounts-the-hell-and-fury-of-jewish-partisans-who-fought-the-nazis
https://www.algemeiner.com/2022/09/19/four-winters-highlights-courageous-jews-who-fought-against-the-nazis/
https://www.algemeiner.com/2022/09/19/four-winters-highlights-courageous-jews-who-fought-against-the-nazis/
https://womenandhollywood.com/september-2022-film-preview/
https://awfj.org/blog/2022/09/09/four-winters-review-by-valerie-kafrin/


 

 

Forward | P.J. Grisar 
https://forward.com/culture/film-tv/517309/four-winters-documentary-jewish-partisans-
holocaust/ 
 
MovieMaker Magazine | Tim Molloy  
https://www.moviemaker.com/michael-imperioli-invites-kyrie-irving-to-documentary-about-
jewish-resistance-fighters/ 
 
The Aspen Times | Audrey Ryan 
https://edition.pagesuite.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=5cf33
12b-b345-4021-ab09-c4589361b643 
 
Sopris Sun | Jeanne Souldern 
https://soprissun.com/aspen-filmfest-showcases-our-worlds-past-and-present/ 
 
Times of Israel | Fred Guttman 
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/four-winters-a-groundbreaking-movie-on-jewish-partisans-in-
wwii/ 
 
NYC Movie Guru | Avi Offer 
http://nycmovieguru.com/sept16th22.html 
 
NJ.COM | Rev. Alexander Santora 
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2022/09/documentary-tells-powerful-story-of-partisan-jews-
who-fought-sabotaged-the-nazis-faith-matters.html?outputType=amp 
 
It’s Just Movies | William Sterr 
http://itsjustmovies.com/review-four-winters/ 
 
Maven’s Nest | Nora Lee Mandel 
http://mavensnest.net/Lilithflicks.html#winters 
 
Shock Ya! | Harvey Karten 
https://www.shockya.com/news/2022/09/11/four-winters-movie-review/ 
 
Aspen Daily News | Jacqueline Reynolds 
https://www.aspendailynews.com/arts_and_entertainment/aspen-film-s-43rd-annual-filmfest-
returns/article_933a5390-3241-11ed-8f54-bb2abf37fac1.html 
 
Rural Intelligence | Lisa Green 
https://ruralintelligence.com/community/the-rural-we-julia-mintz 
 
Berkshire Edge | Hannah Van Sickle 
https://theberkshireedge.com/four-winters-at-the-mahaiwe-biff-special-screening/ 
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Greylock Glass | Jason Velazquez – Podcast 
https://www.greylockglass.com/2022/07/31/will-call-74-ntrvw-julia-mintz-four-winters/ 
 
In the Seats | Rod Thedorff  
https://intheseats.ca/tjff-2022-review-of-four-winters 
 
Berkshire Eagle  
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/news/great-barrington-one-time-only-biff-screening 
 
Palm Beach Post | Jodie Wagner 
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/record-setter-for-ticket-sales 
 
Real Screen | Barry Walsh 
https://realscreen.com/exclusive-jewish-story-partners  
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AWARDS & ACCOLADES 

 

Premieres, Awards & Accolades 
 

 
Festival Premiere at Lincoln Center, New York Jewish Film Festival 
https://www.filmlinc.org 
 
Winner Human Rights Award at Hamptons Doc Fest 
https://www.hamptonsdocfest.com/2022-films/four-winters 
 
Winner Best Documentary, David A. Stein Award at Toronto Jewish Film Festival 
https://tjff.com/filmmaker-awards/ Centerpiece Selection: https://tjff.com/festival-highlights/ 
 
Featured as the Centerpiece Documentary at Washington DC JxJ 
https://www.washingtonian.com/60-international-films 
 
Tied for Audience Award at Palm Beach Jewish Film Festival 
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/record-setter-for-ticket-sales 
 
World Theatrical Premiere opening at Film Forum, NYC – September 16th, 2022 
https://filmforum.org/ 
 
Theatrical Open at Laemmle Theater, Los Angeles in October 2022 
https://www.laemmle.com/pages/about 
 
Awarded Stephen Spielberg’s Jewish Story Partners Grant 2022 
https://realscreen.com/exclusive-jewish-story-partners 
 
 

FOUR WINTERS was an Official Selection at the following festivals: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on New Moon Films: 
 

newmoondocumentary.com 

 
 
 
Contact us for screenings or other queries: 
 

publicist@fourwintersfilm.com
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fourwintersfilm.com 

https://facebook.com/fourwintersww2
https://twitter.com/fourwintersww2
https://instagram.com/fourwintersww2
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ABOUT THE FILMMAKER  
 
Julia Mintz – Director, Writer and Producer of FOUR WINTERS 
 

SHORT BIO: Mintz’s work focuses on narratives of bravery and 
resistance against unimaginable odds. She has been on the 
producing teams for films which have been shortlisted for the 
Academy Awards, have premiered at Cannes, Sundance and TriBeCa, 
and won Emmy, Peabody and festival awards. Her films can be seen 
on HBO, PBS, American Masters, NETFLIX, Amazon, and are shown 
on college campuses across the country. She has taught seminars 
and workshops worldwide, and has held an adjunct faculty position 
at LIU in NYC. Mintz has been a featured keynote and guest speaker 
for engagements in both the public and private sectors. Mintz is an 
award-winning artist and accomplished multi-grant recipient for her 
work in visual arts and documentary film. 
 

 

FULL BIO: Julia Mintz is a writer, producer and director of documentary films, whose work focuses 
on inspiring narratives that reflect on soulful bravery and resistance against unimaginable odds. 
She has been on the producing team for films shortlisted for the Academy Awards, premiered at 
Cannes, Sundance and TriBeCa, and won Emmy, Peabody and festival awards. Her films can be 
seen on HBO, PBS, American Masters, NETFLIX, Amazon, and are shown on college and university 
campuses across the country. Julia has worked on many of the country’s most celebrated 
documentary films. Recent projects include Mr. SOUL!, premiered at TriBeCa and short-listed for 
an Academy Award®; Joe Papp in Five Acts, premiered at TriBeCa for American Masters, and Get 
Me Roger Stone, premiered at TriBeCa, NETFLIX. Mintz produced the Emmy-nominated 
California State of Mind, PBS and post-produced Soundtrack for a Revolution, short-listed for an 
Academy Award® Best Documentary, premiered at CANNES, nominated for Writers Guild, HBO; 
Nanking, short-listed for Academy Award®, winner of Peabody®, Emmy®, and Editorial Award at 
Sundance; and Love Free or Die: Story of Bishop Gene Robinson, winner Sundance Jurors Choice. 
Additional projects include Equity, nominated for the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance, winner of 
the Women's Image Network Award; Muscle Shoals premiered Sundance; Bing Crosby 
Rediscovered, American Masters; Life and Times of Frida Kahlo, Emmy® nominee; Billy 
Strayhorn: Lush Life, Emmy® Award Best Documentary; Larry Kramer in Love and Anger, Emmy® 
nominee; reality TV series Broadway or Bust; and Cyndi Lauper: Still So Unusual. Julia has also 
produced programming for Discovery, NASA, National Geographic, NHK and SONY. Mintz’s 
feature documentary, FOUR WINTERS, premiered at Lincoln Centre and is slated for its world 
theatrical premiere at the Film Forum in NYC September 2022 
 
An award-winning filmmaker and artist, Mintz is an accomplished multi-grant recipient for her 
work in film and visual arts. She has taught seminars on filmmaking and digital post-production 
at workshops worldwide, including Santa Fe Cinematographers Workshops, the International 
Film and Television Workshops in Camden, Maine, The SONY Production Workshops in Toronto, 
and Film Arts in Hong Kong, where Mintz was featured as the keynote speaker for the Trade and 
Development Council, and Film Arts International Seminar in China. Mintz has been a guest 
lecturer at Amherst College, the Trinity School, and held an adjunct faculty position at Long Island 
University in NYC. 
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Peter Heady – Film Editor  
 

Peter has worked with many of the industry’s greatest documentary 
film directors including: Erroll Morris Academy Award®-winning, Fog of 
War; Sundance Film Festival Award winner Capturing The Friedmans by 
Andrew Jarecki; Academy Award® nominated Tupac Resurrection by 
Lauren Lazin; John Sales’ Casa De Los Babies; Spike Lee’s Jim Brown All 
American; Dan Sturman’s Academy-nominated Soundtrack for A 
Revolution; Godfrey Reggio’s Naqoyqatsi; Pieces Of April by Peter 
Hedges; and Ken Burns’ documentary films including the multi-part 
series: National Parks, The War, Baseball, The West and Lewis and 

Clark. Peter is a graduate of the Rochester Institute of Technology. A twenty-year professional 
with experience in all aspects of film and post-production, Peter has worked extensively as both 
a colorist and editor, lending a unique perspective to his finishing work. Peter is also a frequent 
speaker on topics of interest to the larger filmmaking community at film festivals, technical 
conferences around the country.  
 
Tricia Reidy – Story Editor 
 

Tricia has worked as a documentary editor for twenty years. She 
collaborated on twelve programs with Ken Burns including episodes 
of Civil War, Jazz, The War, Prohibition, and Frank Lloyd Wright. She has 
received an Americ an Cinema Editors nomination for The Civil War, an 
Emmy® Award nomination for best editing for Frank Lloyd Wright, for 
which she also received a Peabody Award, and has been screened at The 
Sundance Festival and the Cannes Film Festival. She edited Judith 
Helfand’s A Healthy Baby Girl, broadcast on PBS. The film was an official 
Sundance Film Festival selection and winner of a Peabody Award. 

 
Dan Sturman – Producer 
 

Dan wrote and directed the Academy Award nominated Soundtrack for a 
Revolution, and Sundance Award-winning documentary film Nanking, 
and produced the Academy Award®-winning documentary Twin Towers. 
Between 2001 and 2003, Sturman produced three seasons of the NBC 
documentary series Crime and Punishment. He has reported and 
produced for ABC News, CBS News, and the BBC while based in Los 
Angeles; for Reuters and NBC News while based in London; and for ABC 
News 20/20 in New York. In 1992, Sturman was the associate producer of 
another Academy Award®-winning documentary, A Time For Justice. The 

film, produced by Charles Guggenheim, commemorates the lives of the men, women, and 
children who were killed during the American Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 60s. 
Sturman is currently in production on a feature length documentary about child actors. Sturman 
graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University. 
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PETER FINE, PRODUCER  Mr. Fine is a real estate entrepreneur who co-founded 
Atlantic Development Group in 1995, and is now the CEO of Atlantic and its 
successor company, Bolivar Development, LLC. As a life-long New Yorker who 
grew up in public housing and was educated in public schools, Mr. Fine has a 
passion for improving access to quality education, for low-income and working-
class New Yorkers. Mr. Fine’s companies are currently in the ground or designing 
7 charter schools slated for delivery in 2023 and 2024. Mr. Fine pursued a PhD in 
Sociology from New York University. After graduate school he worked as a social 
worker on the Lower East Side, primarily with homeless populations before 
starting his own business in 1991. This educational and professional background 
has led to a variety of artistic and philanthropic pursuits including producing 5 

Broadway Plays and 3 films. One of the plays, In The Heights, earned Mr. Fine a Tony Award for Best 
Producer in 2008. Mr. Fine is on the board of a variety of charitable organizations and is currently at work 
creating a museum in the Ukraine dedicated to preserving the memory of over 200 years of Jewish life in 
Meziritch, his family’s ancestral village. 

EMILY MANDELSTAM, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER Emily has worked in education, 
journalism, and civil rights for decades. She has been a member of the national 
advisory board of Appalshop (a media and arts organization in the Appalachian 
Mountains of eastern Kentucky); president of the advisory board of Bronx Lab 
School (an under-resourced public high school in New York City); and president 
of the board of trustees of Trinity School (a private K-12 school in NYC). Emily has 
worked as a newspaper reporter in South Africa during apartheid; a newspaper 
reporter in NYC; and a writer, researcher, and editor at various non-profit groups 
including the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund (which won Brown v. 
Board of Education) and the New York Association for New Americans (a Jewish 
refugee-resettlement agency). Emily has also been an advisor to “No Job for a 

Woman” (a documentary about female journalists during WWII); a consultant to the Library of America (a 
non-profit publisher); and a member of the New York State Supreme Court Departmental Disciplinary 
Committee (the panel that rules on misconduct charges brought against attorneys). Emily holds a B.A. in 
History and Literature from Harvard University; an M.Sc. in Journalism from Columbia University; and an 
M.Phil. in Criminology from the University of Cambridge, England. 

DR. DAVID M. MILCH, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER Dr. Milch is a graduate of Harvard 
Medical School, Stanford University, and Amherst College, after which he moved 
to NYC to pursue his business career. He was principal of Bermil Industries, a 
corporation controlled by the Milch Family, until 1989, when he began to dedicate 
his time to venture investments in technology and the life sciences. He is Founder 
and Vice Chairman of Allium Medical, a fully integrated publicly listed medical 
device company in Israel. Dr. Milch has a long history supporting the arts, investing 
in and producing live theatrical performances including Avenue Q and Finian’s 
Rainbow, for which he received a Best Musical Revival Tony Award nomination as 
producer in 2009. He is presently involved with feature documentaries, and 

narrative films. He is also an active philanthropist, participating in and funding charitable organizations such 
as ADL, Middle East Forum, Jazz Foundation of America, Sophie Gerson Healthy Youth, , The American-Israel 
Friendship League, The New Group, Demos, Brotherhood-SisterSol and The Metropolitan Foundation, via 
The Dr. David M. Milch Foundation and its Ars Veritas initiative, “Arts for Social Impact.” 
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CARLA SINGER, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER Singer has directed, written, and 
produced for BBC Television in London, UK, CTV and CITY-TV in Canada, and Israel 
Television in Jerusalem. She has served on the boards of the American Jewish 
Committee and Americans for Peace Now. She is on the board of the Makhanga 
Academy in Kenya and is a member of the Women’s Forum of NY and the 
International Women’s Forum. Carla is the President and Executive Producer of 
Carla Singer Productions, an independent production company that has produced 
over 30 television movies as well as documentaries and reality series. Ms. Singer is 
a former VP of Drama Programming for CBS Television. Under her tenure, the 
extremely successful Murder She Wrote was developed and produced as well as 

successful series such as Scarecrow and Mrs. King and The Equalizer. For TNT, the company executive 
produced The Portrait starring Gregory Peck and Lauren Bacall, and Forgotten Prisoners: The Amnesty 
Files. At TBS Ms. Singer produced a documentary The Black West which was nominated for a Cable Ace 
award. She also produced A Refusenik’s Diary for PBS for which she received an Emmy Award. 

MARYLYN DINTENFASS,  EXECUTIVE PRODUCER Marylyn is an internationally 
known artist, whose work is found in major public collections in Denmark, 
England, France, Israel, Italy, Japan, and the USA. Among the institutions that have 
acquired her work are; The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Detroit Institute of Arts, 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Minneapolis Institute of Arts and the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum. Dintenfass has twice been a MacDowell Fellow and has 
received both an Individual Artist Fellowship from the New York Foundation for 
the Arts and two Project Grants from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Marylyn was awarded the Silver Medal at the First International, Mino, Japan, and 
The Ravenna Prize at the 45th Faenza International in Italy. 

LOU COVE, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER Lou Cove is the founder of CANVAS, a funding and 
field-building collaborative that seeks to encourage, support and promote a 21st 
century Jewish cultural renaissance. Lou also serves as senior advisor to the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, where he co-created the PJ Alliance - a cohort of mega-
supporters dedicated to PJ Library’s national and global growth. He is also the author 
of MAN OF THE YEAR (Flatiron Books), an Amazon memoir of the year, a PEOPLE 
magazine pick of the week ("Hilarious and poignant") and a Booklist Starred Selection 
("The kind of book readers fall in love with"). Lou served as executive director of 
Reboot - a think tank and incubator for modern Jewish culture - where he oversaw 
the development of numerous Jewish cultural projects, including Sukkah City, 10Q, 
the National Day of Unplugging, and the Idelsohn Society for Musical Preservation. 

Lou was also VP of the National Yiddish Book Center where he helped build an endowment, a new building, 
and a sustainable platform devoted to reclaiming a lost literary canon. 

ANDREA MILLER, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER  Andrea is a producer whose work includes 
Joseph Pulitzer: Voice of the People, which aired on American Masters; Take My Nose 
Please (a top 25 film) and Particle Fever (National Academy of Science, Du Pont 
Columbia, Grierson and Hawking Prizes, PGA nomination for Best Documentary). She 
also has producing credits on Thank You for Your Service, Letters from Baghdad, The 
New Public and Colliding Dreams. Andrea executive produced Savage Youth which 
premiered at Slamdance. She also produced Dark Matter, with Meryl Streep, Aiden 
Quinn and Chinese actor Liu Yeh (Sloan Prize, Sundance; best narrative feature, Asian 
Film Festival). She has an MPhil and MA in Fine Arts from Harvard and a BA in cultural 
history from Yale.  

A COMPLETE LIST OF THE PRODUCERS CAN BE FOUND ON THE FOUR WINTERS WEBSITE. 
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ELLEN STEINER,  ASSOCIATE  PRODUCER  Ellen was the founder and manager of 
Matterhorn Partners, a fund-of-funds, after a career in institutional corporate bond 
sales at Dillon Read and Kidder Peabody. Ellen began her career as a corporate lawyer 
at Sidley Austin in NYC after receiving her Juris Doctorate from the NYU School of Law. 
For the past ten years, Ellen has served on the Advisory Board for Tufts University 
Entrepreneurship Center. In addition, Ellen was a member of the Young Leadership 
Board of AIPAC. Ellen has been involved with the fundraising arms of Northwestern 
and Duke University, her children’s alma maters. Ellen graduated magna cum laude 
from Tufts University. 

WENDY HASHMALL, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER Wendy is a writer, editor, and 
attorney. Wendy holds both a J.D. and LL.M. in Trade Regulation from NYU School of 
Law and graduated from Brandeis University with a B.A. cum laude in American 
Studies. Wendy is presently on the Board of Trustees and Secretary of The Bay Street 
Theater, and on the board of NCJW/NY, and fundraises for NYU School of Law. She 
worked for almost twenty years at Random House, where she was VP of Business 
Affairs and Associate Publishing Director of the Children’s Publishing Group, serving 
on the Group Publishing Board and Steering Committee. Wendy has been doing 
volunteer work and fundraising for non-profits for over 30 years.  

 

MICHELE MIDORI FILLION, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER Michele’s passion is women’s 
history. As a journalist, writer, producer, and director she reports untold stories about 
women, and has worked in Canada, France, and India. She wrote, produced, and 
directed the documentary film, No Job For a Woman: The Women Who Fought to 
Report WWII, which premiered on PBS and was broadcast nationally and 
internationally. She is currently developing a feature-length film, Woman In Progress 
and a feature documentary Nowhere To Go. She holds graduate degrees in feminist 
theory (University of Toronto) and in journalism (University of Western Ontario). 
Michele resides in NYC. 

 
KIT MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER Kit Marshall is a photographer trained at 
the Rhode Island School of Design, The Art Institute of Chicago and the International 
Center of Photography in NYC. She also studied anthropology and visual ethnography 
at RISD and The New School for Social Research. Kit began her career as a 
photojournalist, working her way into visual public relations in both print and person. 
Kit worked for Very Special Arts New England as a photographer, public relations 
coordinator and a visiting artist in programs and institutions scattered across the East 
Coast. Currently an Art Specialist, she has worked in the industry and in education  for 

over 30 years. 

EVA HALLER, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER Eva Haller is a Hungarian-American activist, 
philanthropist, and Holocaust survivor. Born in Budapest, she survived the Nazi 
occupation of Hungary as well as the Soviet Siege of Budapest. She has engaged in 
and mentored countless organizations, serving as a board member, trustee, and 
passionate participant. Notable positions include Trustee of the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, co-founder and President of the Campaign Communications 
Institute of America, Board Chair of Free the Children, Visiting Professor at Glasgow 
Caledonian University and the 2014 Magnusson Fellow. She is also a Board member 
of Counterpart International, Sing for Hope and Creative Visions. 
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JOE PAPP IN FIVE ACTS:  About famed Broadway producer Joe Papp, 
this film explores the issues he chose to champion: freedom of expression, 
democracy in the arts, and the definition of American culture. Featuring Meryl 
Streep, James Earl Jones, Kevin Kline, Christopher Walken, Martin Sheen, Olympia 
Dukasis, and Mandy Patinkin. Awards: Winner of Jurors’ Choice Award at Atlanta 
Jewish Film Festival. Premiered at Tribeca Film Festival and will have its broadcast 
premiere on PBS American Masters in 2022. 
 
SOUNDTRACK FOR A REVOLUTION: Tells the story of the Civil 
Rights movement through its powerful music - the freedom songs. Protesters sang 
on picket lines, in mass meetings, in paddy wagons, and in jail cells as they fought 
for justice and equality. Featuring performances of ‘freedom songs’ by top artists, 
including Richie Havens, John Legend, Joss Stone, Wyclef Jean, The Blind Boys of 
Alabama, Mary Mary, Angie Stone, Anthony Hamilton and The Roots.  Featuring 
interviews with civil rights foot soldiers and leaders, Congressman John Lewis, Harry 
Belafonte, Julian Bond, and Ambassador Andrew Young. Awards: Short-listed for an 
OSCAR. Premiered at CANNES, aired nationally on PBS American Experience.  
 
NANKING:  Drawing on letters and diaries from the era, as well as archival 
footage and interviews with survivors and perpetrators of the massacre, the film 
tells the story of the 1937 Nanking Massacre, committed during the Japanese 
takeover of Nanjing, China. Featuring Woody Harrelson, Mariel Hemingway and 
Jurgen Prochnow. Awards: Short-listed for an OSCAR, winner of the SUNDANCE 
Editorial Award, a Peabody, and an Emmy. Distributed nationwide on HBO, and 
internationally distributed on ThinkFilm.  
 
LOVE FREE OR DIE:  Follows Gene Robinson’s personal journey as the first 
openly gay person to become an Episcopal bishop, as American churches debate 
whether or not lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people are equal to 
heterosexuals in the eyes of God, and while our nation debates whether LGBT 
people are equal to heterosexuals in the eyes of the law. Awards: Winner of the 
SUNDANCE 2012 Special Jury Prize. Selected for theatrical release through 
DocuWeeks, aired nationally on PBS independent Lens and broadly screened at 
over 600 venues in the United States. 
 
CALIFORNIA STATE OF MIND:  During the turbulent 1960s, Governor 
Pat Brown brought California together. Rather than lionizing Brown as "the 
Architect of the Golden State," the film looks critically at Pat Brown's odyssey to 
build a super-state. Told from his granddaughter’s perspective, a dynamic American 
Dream story unfolds in this unique portrait of the Godfather of Modern California. 
Featuring Tom Brokaw, Nancy Pelosi, Diane Feinstein, Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Jerry Brown. Awards: Nominated for an Emmy. Featured nationally on PBS, film 
festivals across the US, and broadly distributed for educational use in California.  
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“No person should succumb to brutality without putting up resistance –  
 

individually it can save one’s life, en masse it can change the course of history.” 
 

       Shalom Yoran, Jewish Partisan 
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